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The Wisconsin Track Coaches Association (WISTCA) is pleased to welcome eight members to its Hall 
of Fame as part of the Class of 2015, including six state champion athletes and two of our best 
coaches.  

The Hall of Fame induction ceremony will take place on Saturday, Feb. 7, at the Madison Marriott 
West as the culmination of the 26th annual WISTCA Clinic, which more than 1,000 coaches from 
Wisconsin and surrounding states are expected to attend. More information on the clinic, which 
will feature the entire University of Wisconsin track and field coaching staff for the first 
time, is below.

WISTCA HALL OF FAME CLASS OF 2015 
• Jared Abbrederis, Wautoma [bio]
• Tasha Allen, Milwaukee North Division [bio]
• Paul Annear, Richland Center [bio]
• Mike Raemisch, Waunakee [bio]
• Megan Rennhack, Dodgeland [bio]
• Charlie Rockweiler (Larson), Verona [bio]
• Coach Bruce Brewer, Bangor [bio]
• Coach Steve Kostka, Hartland Arrowhead [bio]

Along with the Hall of Fame inductees, these individuals will be recognized:

• WISTCA Service Award: Ed Nuttycombe, University of Wisconsin
• WISTCA Merit Award: Roger Erickson, Wauwatosa East

In addition to the Hall of Fame class, WISTCA will honor the 2014 boys and girls Athletes of the 
Year (as selected by the WISTCA Executive Committee), along with boys and girls District Coaches 
of the Year (as voted on by their colleagues).

2014 ATHLETES OF THE YEAR
• Girls – Bonnie Draxler, Wrightstown
• Boys – Ethan Moehn, Monroe

BONNIE DRAXLER graduated from Wrightstown after wrapping up a prep track and field career unlike 
any the state has ever seen. She won WIAA Division 2 individual titles in the pole vault and 400 
for the fourth consecutive year, making her the first girl in Wisconsin history to claim a state 
title in a track event and a field event in each of her four seasons. She also claimed her 
second straight state title in the 100.

The current San Diego State athlete set an all-divisions state record with a vault of 13 feet, 3 
inches in LaCrosse, then topped that twice in subsequent competitions. She cleared 13-9 at the 
Midwest Senior Spotlight meet in Joliet, Ill., on her way to earning Team Wisconsin’s Most 
Outstanding Athlete honors at the showcase event (where she also anchored her squad’s 4x400 to a 
17-second victory). At the USATF Junior Nationals in July, she cleared 13-11¼, giving her the 
fourth-best mark in the nation for a high school girl.

In addition to cementing her status atop the state’s all-time pole vault list, Draxler posted a 
top-15 all-time effort in the 400 at the state meet, where her time was within .07 seconds of 
the Division 2 state record, and she cracked the top 50 all-time in the 100. She also claimed 
TFA state indoor titles in the 55 meters and the pole vault, where she established a new TFA 
record.

ETHAN MOEHN graduated from Monroe after one of the most impressive seasons ever for a distance 
runner in Wisconsin. He swept the distance events at the WIAA Division 2 state meet, claiming 



gold medals in the 800, 1,600 and 3,200. He became the first Division 2 boy to win the “distance 
triple,” and only the fourth boy across all divisions to do so, and in the process led the 
Cheesemakers to the Division 2 state team championship.

The current Arkansas athlete set a state record in the 1,600 (4:09.56), and came within .16 
seconds of the state record in the 800. He posted the top time all season across all divisions 
in the 800 and 1,600, with his efforts ranking sixth in each event on the state’s all-time list. 
He also earned a TFA state indoor title in the 1,600.

2014 COACHES OF THE YEAR
• District 1 boys – Lois Giese, Medford
• District 1 girls – David M. Dixon, Hayward
• District 2 boys – Phill Oettinger, Schofield D.C. Everest
• District 2 girls – John Masanz, Wausau West
• District 3 boys – Marty Bushland, Chippewa Falls McDonell Central
• District 3 girls – John Snyder, Eau Claire Regis
• District 4 boys – Steve Pratt, Kimberly
• District 4 girls – Tim Moore, Oshkosh Lourdes
• District 5 boys – Curt Miller, Monroe
• District 5 girls – Eric Benedict, Stoughton
• District 6 boys – Mike Vorpahl, West Bend West
• District 6 girls – Jerry Halopka, West Bend West
• District 7 boys – Brian Gottschalk, Wisconsin Lutheran
• District 7 girls – Deb Bornhuetter, Kenosha Tremper* 

* Repeat winner

WISTCA CLINIC
The WISTCA Clinic is one of the largest of its kind in the United States.  After 24 years in 
Milwaukee, most of it spent at the now defunct Four Points Sheraton/Wyndham Milwaukee Airport 
Hotel and Conference Center, and a year at Madison’s Concourse Hotel and Governor’s Club, the 
WISTCA staff is excited to bring the clinic to its new home at the Madison Marriott West in 
Middleton.

Writer David Epstein will deliver the keynote address at Friday night's anniversary dinner. An 
author and investigative reporter whose work has appeared in Sports Illustrated and numerous 
other prominent publications, the former Columbia University runner writes about sports science, 
medicine, and Olympic sports. His first book, “The Sports Gene,” was a New York Times top-10 
best seller and topped best-books lists from The Washington Post, Runner’s World and Publisher’s 
Weekly.  

"David will bring to our membership the unique perspective of the athlete, the journalist, and 
the scientist. His ability to combine statistics, scientific evidence, historical facts and 
stories with his perspective as an athlete will make this a truly rewarding experience for our 
coaches,” said WISTCA Clinic co-director Mark Hoffman, who is also the boys track and field 
coach at South Milwaukee. "Having read his book 'The Sports Gene,' I can tell you that it 
totally blew me away. I will never look at my athletes and their abilities the same ever again.

"If his presentation is anything like his book, our coaches are really in for a treat."

This year’s clinic will feature expanded offerings for coaches, including eight breakout 
sessions presented by featured clinicians and some of Wisconsin’s own successful coaches as part 
of the Beginner Coaches Series.

Featured clinicians include: 

• Mick Byrne, director of track and field and cross country at the University of Wisconsin
• Nate Davis, UW multi-events and high jump coach
• Kareem Jackson, UW sprints, hurdles, and horizontal jumps coach



• Gavin Kennedy, UW distance coach
• Jill Miller, UW distance coach
• Dave Astrauskas, UW throws coach
• Kyle Ellis, UW pole vault coach
• Dr. Rick McGuire, retired University of Missouri track coach; founder of USATF Sport 
Psychology program
• Jeremy Fischer, former UW All-American high jumper and coach for UW, Cal State-Northridge, and 
Oklahoma; owner of Maximum Velocity Athletics
• Mike Holman, Marian University track and field coach

Bios of featured clinicians can be found at the WISTCA website.

For additional information, please contact WISTCA PR Czar Jason McMahon at this email address 
(jasonmc@mhtc.net) or 608-225-3217. Photos and possibly video clips will be available from 
Saturday's Hall of Fame ceremony upon request. 

Note: This message was sent to sports editors and prep sports contacts. If you should no longer 
receive prep sports related e-mails, please advise. Thank you.
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