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Few athletes have loomed under as large a shadow in their high
school careers as has Sturgeon Bayʼs Jasmine Noel.

Noel has had an outstanding track and field career and hopes to
cap it Saturday with a state championship in the Division 2 discus
competition.

She won the sectional title last year, was the top-seeded thrower at
the state meet and ended up placing second. Last Friday, she fell
two inches shy of defending her sectional title and is seeded fourth
going into the state meet in La Crosse.

As crazy as it sounds, Noel could win the state title Saturday after
having never won a Packerland Conference championship. She
just happens to be in the same high school grade as Algomaʼs

amazing thrower Kennedy Blahnik.

Blessed with an amiable personality and a ready smile, Noel shrugs

off any frustration and sees her situation as
having been a blessing that will result in
something bigger than a conference title
Saturday.

And it doesnʼt hurt that Algomaʼs in a smaller
WIAA enrollment division.

Blahnik will cap a high school career that has been nothing short of
sensational.

The reigning three-time Division 3 state champion in both the shot
put and discus, Blahnik will attempt to become one of the very, very
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few athletes to win titles in not only one event all four years, but
two.

She holds the state meet Division 3 records in both the shot put
and discus with distances that exceed both of the Division 2 marks
and is less than three inches short of the Division 1 shot put mark.
Undoubtedly, she will go down as one of Wisconsinʼs all-time great
track and field athletes. Short of realignment, that has left little hope
of winning a conference title for other Packerland throwers the past
four years.

“Iʼve learned a lot from Kennedy,” said Noel. “She beats me every
time, but she beats everyone all the time. You just have to get over
that and see the great person.”

As much as she likes Blahnik and admires her accomplishments,
Noel equally appreciates Kennedyʼs father. Dean Blahnik is
Algomaʼs throwing coach and heʼs shown a willingness to share the
expertise that has made his daughter one of the best throwers in
the nation.

“At the Oconto Falls meet he was helping me out in the ring as
much as Kennedy,” said Noel. “Theyʼre really good people. The
opportunity to learn from her and her dad has been great.”

How big a favorite is Blahnik this weekend? Her toss of 45 feet., ¼
inch at the sectional is well over four feet better than the second-
seeded thrower and a tad sub-par for someone whose record
stands at 49-1½.

As for the discus, Blahnikʼs 168-5 sectional toss is more than 40
feet better than the next seed. Yes, you read that right. Itʼs 14 feet
better than her current Division 3 state meet record and makes her
a threat to challenge the all-time state record of 169-10 set 15
years ago. Is it any wonder why sheʼll be competing at the
University of Wisconsin next year?

“It just pretty neat to say Iʼve competed against one of the all-time
best,” said Noel, whose Door County record toss of 137-5 at the
regional meet is nearly four feet longer than any Division 2 state
qualifier threw at sectionals.

It may be Noelʼs time to step out of the shadow.

Jon Gast writes a weekly sports column for the Advocate. He
can be reached by email at jsgast@gmail.com
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